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“China’s political arena at the time was a veritable sea of particularistic relationships,
from patronage networks to cliques. Those significant political actors that emerged
and survived did so because they could swim in it. [Condemning Chiang Kai-shek

(Jiang Jieshi ) for playing with factionalism] is the equivalent of condemning the
strongest swimmer for swimming! The only alternative Chiang (Jiang) had, after all,
was to drown, as many of his fellow political figures in fact did” (Guy Alitto,
“Chiang Kai-shek in Western Historiography”, Proceedings of Conference on Chiang
Kai-shek and Modern China, Vol. 1, Taipei, 1987) - 5\ f’ F[fi a]ﬁm[ R
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Richard Bush, The Politics of Cotton Textiles in Kuomintang China, 1927-1937, New
York: Garland Publications, 1982; Bradley Geisert, Power and Society: The
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“A man must first despise himself, and then others will despise him,

A family must first destroy itself, and then others will destroy it.

A kingdom must first smite itself, and then others will smite it.”
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